
	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
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Although Debbie and I didn't know what the 
movie was about, the title was interesting 
enough – “The Devil And Max Devlin,” so we 
ended up watching it. Watching movies 
without some idea of their content can make 
for some rude surprises (emphasis on “rude”) 
but this movie was sponsored by Walt Disney 
(back before the company’s present moral 
stance) and was an older movie so at least it 
was a good risk. 

It was a rather unique film -- not the best I 
have ever seen, but interesting nonetheless. 
The plot focused on a man (Max Devlin) who 
is killed in an accident, but will be allowed to 
escape “level four” in hell if he will agree to 
entice three other individuals (still living) to 
“sell” their souls for some material pleasure. 
In desperation, Max agrees to the contract and 
he is instantly transported back to earth where 
he finds he has certain powers to assist him in 
the corruption of the three young people he is 
to “recruit” for the devil. I wouldn't think that 
this would be too hard in our day and age; it 
seems to me that there are plenty of people 
who are willing to trade their souls for the 
baubles of this world, to enjoy the pleasures of 
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sin for a season! The bulk of the movie plot 
is concerned with his efforts to 
surreptitiously get the three young people to 
give up their souls.  One young lady 
eventually signs away her soul for a singing 
career; another young man gives up his soul 
for the ability to excel at moto-cross and the 
last, a very young boy, bargains his soul 
away as a means of getting Max to marry his 
mother and thus provide him with a father. 
In the movie, all three are unaware of what 
they have done; Max tricks them into 
signing contracts to give up their souls. 
However, to provide a happy ending (it 
WAS a Disney-sponsored film), Max is 
smitten with remorse over his actions and 
tears up the signed contracts before 
presenting them to the devil's assistant, thus 
preserving the three young people from hell 
and saving his own soul in the bargain! 

Now I am relatively sure that the writer of 
the plot of the movie did not intend for the 
movie to teach biblical truths. When I saw 
the movie, however, I could not help 
comparing some of the concepts presented 
in the movie with the truth presented in 

“Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of 
infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be is 

moderately important.” 
-- C. S. Lewis 

 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

He was Judas the Galilean (Acts 5:37). 
Gamaliel mentioned him in a council 

meeting as an example of the propensity 
of human undertakings to fail. He was 

warning the council about their 
handling of the apostles. 
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people. A very insidious idea was being suggested by 
the movie---only unpleasant people belong to Satan. 
It is certainly true that pride, malice and 
unpleasantness often characterize the devil's children, 
but it should be remembered that many lost people 
are very pleasant. They may also be humble and 
benevolent in their dealings with other men. Where 
did we get the idea that only “totally evil” people are 
spiritually lost, i.e., citizens of Satan's kingdom (see 
Romans 6:16). The fundamental error is an improper 
standard for determining who belongs to God and 
who belongs to Satan. If a person has not obeyed the 
gospel and is not striving to live according to God's 
law, it makes relatively little difference in the long 
run if he is “nice” to be around. 

It has also been my experience that unpleasant 
characters are not created in a moment's time.  The 
unsavory elements of our personalities usually 
develop over a period of time. Perhaps our way of 
thinking has been changing slowly long before our 
lives clearly the undesirable trait caused by our 
improper way of thinking. 

There are a number of other differences between the 
movie's picture of life and eternity, but, of course, 
movies are for entertainment purposes and not 
necessarily for educational or teaching purposes. 
Unfortunately, we are sometimes unconsciously 
affected by what we see and hear.  Our attitudes are 
very subtly shaped by the stimuli that we encounter. 
We must let the Bible be the determining influence 
(stimulus) in the forming of our thinking, our 
attitudes---and that demands that we be exposed to 
it, extensively and repeatedly! 
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God's word. While there were some good 
comments made by the events of the plot, 
there were many erroneous concepts 
advanced. 

Let me say in the beginning that I am not very 
comfortable with the idea of treating the devil 
and hell as a joke. There is nothing funny 
about hell or the devil as they are described in 
the Bible.  I suspect that we ought to be very 
serious and concerned about both topics. I 
believe that when we joke about hell or the 
devil, they become less real to us -- a very 
dangerous situation indeed. 

In the movie Max is depicted as arriving in 
hell and appearing before the devil and a 
certain committee. His offenses (cheating on 
his taxes, shady business dealings, etc.) are 
read aloud and the devil impatiently 
interrupts to comment, “These offenses are 
minor, insignificant.” Max is quick to pick up 
on that and he affirms that certainly he doesn't 
belong in hell for such small mistakes. The 
idea conveyed is that hell is reserved only for 
those who are big sinners, those people who 
commit the big sins. Nothing could farther 
from the truth! Sins are not divided into the 
categories of “little” and “big.” The danger in 
that kind of thinking is that some folks begin 
to think that the good they do will outweigh 
their sins since they have only committed 
some “little” sins. “After all, cheating on taxes 
to the tune of a few hundred dollars is small 
peas when compared to the million-dollar 
ripoffs perpetrated against the government by 
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some individuals and companies.” The truth is 
that sin is not declared serious in proportion to 
the amount of damage it does, but rather 
because it is a violation of God's law (1 John 
3:4). Dishonesty is sin (Eph. 4:28), whether it 
involves stealing $100 or $100 million. I'm 
afraid that hell will contain a lot of “pretty 
good” (as the world measures goodness) people 
(see Luke 18:10-12). 

Max is offered the opportunity to escape “level 
four” of hell if he will make a deal with the 
devil (actually the devil's assistant). Perhaps the 
producers of the movie were lampooning the 
Catholic concept of purgatory; whatever their 
motive -- they definitely missed the truth of the 
matter.  The whole premise of the movie, a 
second chance to avoid hell, is wrong. The 
devil makes no deals to give people a second 
chance. He doesn't have the right. When God 
consigns (and it will be God who decides our 
eternal destiny, not the devil) a person to hell 
because they have been judged as wicked, they 
will stay there...for eternity. In a sense, we are 
all living on the edge of eternity; it takes only a 
moment for our future to be sealed. We only 
die once and then we will be judged (Hebrews 
9:27). We must live right the first time--there 
will be no second time! 

All three of the young “recruits” were people 
with whom one could sympathize. While each 
was portrayed as having certain desires or 
aspirations, they were people of likeable 
personalities. However, as soon as Max 
obtained their signatures on the contracts, they 
suddenly became arrogant, hostile, unpleasant 

	  
He rose up in the days of the census, but was killed and 

his followers were scattered. Who was he? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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The	  moral	  foundation	  of	  the	  Law	  of	  Moses:	  	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

The	  Old	  Covenant	  was	  given	  to	  	   	   	   	   	  (Ex.	  	   	   ;	  Deut.	  	  
	   	   ).	  
	  
The	  abolition	  of	  the	  Old	  Covenant:	  
1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

3.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

4.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
A	  statement	  in	  which	  one	  truth	  is	  denied	  for	  the	  purpose	  of	  
contrasting	  and	  emphasizing	  another	  truth:	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Both	  covenants	  are	  part	  of	  the	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
The	  Mosaic	  Law	  was	  a	  	   	   	   	   	   	  to	  bring	  Israel	  to	  faith	  in	  
Christ.	  	  	  
	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

Two Covenants 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

“Do	  not	  think	  that	  I	  have	  come	  to	  	   	   	   	  the	  Law	  or	  the	  
Prophets;	  I	  have	  not	  come	  to	  	   	   	   	  them	  but	  to	  	   	   	   	  

them.	  	  
-‐-‐	  Matthew	  	  	   ;	  ESV	  	  

	  

For whatever was written in 
former days was written for 
our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the 

encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have 

hope. 

-- Romans 15:4; ESV	  


